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Throughout this year I have been looking for many scholarships to apply for. This scholarship stood 

out to me. I am hard of hearing in my right ear. When I was three and a half years old I became 

extremely sick with E-coli which developed into HUS. I was in the hospital for two and a half months and 

was using a wheelchair. My muscles in my legs, arms and core were extremely weakened during that 

time. I also became hard of hearing in my right ear during this time due to the heavy medications.  

This illness impacted my life in so many ways. I had to regain my strength doing physical therapy. In 

kindergarten Fraser Health came to the school to do a hearing test. This is when we discovered I had 

hearing loss in my right ear. Over the next year and a half we had different appointments at Children’s 

Hospital to see what was wrong with my ear. I received my hearing aid when I was in grade 2. When I put 

my hearing aid in for the first time I said, “I can hear!” to my mom. That was a big moment for me. My 

hearing aid has been incredibly useful since. 

When I first got my hearing aid in elementary school everyone would stare. Everyone in my school 

asked me what was in my ear. It was quite annoying to always have to explain to the other kids what it 

was. In elementary school wearing my hearing aid didn’t bother me at all. However, in middle school and 

high school especially, I was very self conscious of it. In grades ten and eleven sometimes I wouldn’t even 

wear my hearing aid to school. Looking back, I now realize no one ever made fun of me for it, which was 

my biggest fear. I don’t need to worry about one person’s opinion. The doctors who made me my 

hearing aid were just helping me.  

My disability has shaped my decision to study medicine. My post-secondary goals are to go to 

Douglas College for one year. At Douglas College I am going to be taking Academic Foundations for 

Potential Nursing Applicants. I will take four courses in both first and second semester. In the summer I 

will take the last two courses for the program to finish in one year. Then I plan to transfer to SFU to study 

Biomedical Physiology. When I finish my four years at SFU, I will apply to medical school to become a 

surgeon or doctor. I love science and due to my experiences I have always wanted to help people. 

So many doctors helped me during my time in the hospital and therapy. I spent so much of my life in 

doctor’s offices and hospitals. Every year I was going to see somebody about something else. I enjoyed 

learning things from the doctors, and I was interested in the things they learned to become a doctor. 

Since I was exposed to many doctors throughout my life, I thought a career in medicine would be great. I 

want to return the favour to other people who need help. This scholarship would help me achieve my 

goals to study medicine.







 



 


