Essay

When I was first applying to universities this past fall [ was applying for Criminology
because I found it very interesting. Watching countless documentaries, listening to many
podcasts and reading books all about criminal cases, criminology or criminal justice. It wasn't a
hard choice, my plan was to go to school for criminology and then pursue a job in policing, in
fact it still is my plan, but some of my reasoning on why criminology and why policing has
changed. I will be attending Saint Mary’s University, in Halifax, Nova Scotia this fall for General
Arts with my major being Criminology.

Near the end of my grade 11 year, I was diagnosed with ADHD and a general reading
disability, making it hard to process and understand what I am reading. This poses difficulties in
school and learning, having to overcome different obstacles in order to get the grades I wanted. |
have done many hours of research about ADHD and disability as a whole in order to better
understand myself and others who have disabilities.

Both of my parents work for the local police department, my Mom is a 911 Dispatcher
and my Dad is a Police Officer. My dad has had many different positions within policing over his
career, my favorite being a Community Resource Officer, or CRO for short. His job was to work
with people who had frequent Interactions with police, often rooted from mental health. He
worked with them, providing the tools and resources they needed in order to be successful.
Therefore hopefully decreasing their police interactions. He would often come home with stories
from his day about the current cases he was working with, many being happy “success” stories

and others being sad ongoing challenges with people he was still working with. When working



as a Police Officer it is very people oriented and all about people helping people. This was
always very interesting and inspiring to me.

Last summer I worked at a summer camp called Hidden Acres. Hidden Acres is known
for its inclusion program meaning, working with kids and adults who have disabilities or
additional needs and providing the support and tools in order to have a successful, fun week at
camp. I ended up volunteering again this summer for one week, called SYAC, or Supported
Young Adults Camp. This is for Adults ages 18-35 who have a disability or additional needs. We
provide a program to set up a camp program so all campers are able to have a successful fun
week. This is an extremely rewarding and educational experience. Because of my disability and
the research I have done I was able to bring a different perspective to situations when working
with campers who had additional needs, then some of the other camp leaders. I believe this
helped our inclusion program, understanding campers in a different way than some others and
being able to use this when problem solving. When it comes to policing I believe I would be able
to do the same thing. When working with people who have a disability whether that be a
Learning or Physical disability or even mental health issues, 1 can bring a different perspective to
the job.

Although when I originally decided I wanted to go to school for criminology and pursue
policing because of my general interest from my parents' stories, the documentaries I've watched,
podcasts I've listened to or even the books I've read. That is not the reason anymore. I want to go
to school for criminology and pursue policing because I want to help people. People who have
and don't have disabilities. People who haven't been dealt the best card in life and need some
additional support inorder to succeed. I discovered my love for helping people at a young age

and I am going to use that in the future with my career in policing. I am a person with a disability



and because of this I can and I will bring a different perspective in school, life and my job than

others may not see.

Drivers license ID- proof of Canadian Citizenship
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Scholarship Information

$8.9 million in scholarships, fellowships and bursarics each year. A complete list of award
incl information on Named Entrance Awards, Achievement
raduate Awards. Below are details related to our Entrance Awards for new students.

Renewable Entrance Scholarships
Awarded automatically 10 new students based on their high school performances. First-year renewal requirements are
‘outlined below. In subsequent years (May to April), you must annually complete 30 credit hours with a minimum grade

point average (GPA) of 3.67. These scholarships may be renewed for up to three years.
September Schalarship Recipients

To renew your award for the following year, you must complete at least 24 credit hours in your first year (Sepiember to
April) and have a minimum 3.67

January Scholarship Recipients

January scholarships are offered at half the amount of a September scholarship but renew at the full annual amount in
the following September. In order 10 renew your award, you must complete 12 credit hours in your first tenn (January

o April) with a minimum 3.67 GPA
May Scholarship Recipients

Students who begin their studies in May or July will receive their first scholarship disburs ber and must

 the renewal criteria outlined for September Scholarship Recipients.

Named Entrance Awards

There are numerous awards that have been established with the support of donors, alumni, and staff. Unlike the
Renewable Entrance Scholarships, these awards require a separate application and have a strict deadline. These
scholarships are awarded based on various criteria, including academic performance, extracurricular activities, and
financial need. Included are our Presidential, Santamarian and Sobey National Innovator scholarships, which req

least a 90% admission average or sbove

The online application and deadlines can be found at smu.ca/scholarships. We encourage all aceepted students to apply

for these awards.

Disbursement of Awards

Students must register in the appropriate number of courses for their award. Their criteria for Renewable Entrance
Scholarships is above and criteria for any Named Entrance Awards will be sent to recipients. Most undergra duate
awards require ful attendance. Scholarships will be disbursed 10 student accounts in two instalments: half in

September and half in January

Proof of disability
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Offer of Admission and Scholarship

SMU ID: AD0467830
Lanesmith
Theodare schuler blvd
hamburg Ontario
ada
Dear Jillian,

ulations! After carefully reviewing your application, we are pleased to offer you admission (o the Bachelor of
ersity beginning Seplember 2022

Con
Ans at Saint Mary's
Additionally, we are pleased to offer you a Renewable Entrance Scholarship. The award is valued at $1,000 (CAD) in
:ar and may be renewed up to . You will receive half of this award in September and half in
wary. Details of your Renewable Entrance Scholar ourage you to visit
smu.ca/scholarships 10 leam about ot ble
By choosing S y. you are choosing a university that provides opportunities and resources to
succeed at every step of your academic journcy. We offer students the chance to excel, both academically and
personally, and I am confident you will graduate from Saint Mary’s well-prepared to take on your next steps.

Applicants currently an lasses are required 1o maintain an acaden) hich will satisfy the admission
requirements for your intended program.

you have not already provided an of
becomes available. Failure 1o provide y evoked. If you are
tia high school student and you provided your provincial ID number and consent, we will
t an electronic copy of your final transcripts.

gible for advanced standing will have their pre; demic record assessed by the Registrar's Ofice

dvanced Placement (AP) or Intemational Baccalaureate (IB) student, please have your official final results
Admissions Office once available. Once your previous academic record has been assessed, you will be
il, of any advanced standing credits.

am very excited to welcome you to Saint Mary’s Un and wish you all the best in your studies.

ulations and best wishes,

im Dy
Director of Admissions | Enrolment Services

Questions? Contact the Admissions Office: admissions@smu.ca or 902.491.6438

923 Robie Street Halifax NS B3H3C3 Canada (] H ]
oy World without limits.
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were most familiar to her, and therefore, well consolidated for her. JillI’s verbal immediate
memory was strongest for meaningful information, such as when she was asked to recall the
details of a story, compared to less meaningful information, such as digit sequences. On a verbal
learning task, Jill benefited from repetition (i.e., repeated presentations of verbal material) in
recalling information, although she struggled to recall the same information after a delay, and she
tended to rely more on passive rather than meaningful strategies to aid her recall. Results of
processing speed measures indicate that Jill is able to process visual information at the level
expected for her age. Any difficulty Jill may have with completing tasks in a timely or efficient
manner are not a reflection of an underlying deficit in her processing speed or cognitive
efficiency, as such, but rather, are likely secondary to her difficulties with attention or the
particular demands of the task.

Academically, Jill’s performance on screening measures in written language and math generally
fell within the range expected for an individual her age and grade level, while her scores in
reading fell below this range, compared to her peers. Jill’s composite score within the domain of
math fell at about the 42™ percentile. While she demonstrates some weaknesses with regard to
her math fact knowledge, her ability to execute math operations, and her mathematical reasoning
and problem solving abilities fall within the average range.

Jill’s composite score within the domain of reading fell at about the 21% percentile. Her
difficulties in reading can be accounted for by her underlying weakness with regard to her
naming speed. Naming speed is an important building block known to be critical in the
development of skilled reading, which impacts her ability to quickly retrieve letter patterns and
letter-sound associations in reading, thus compromising her reading fluency. Indeed, Jill’s
reading fluency, even when required to quickly read only short, simple sentences was found to
be weak. Similarly, Jill’s reading fluency was found to be particularly weak when she was
required to read extended text, as the time and effort required for her to identify and decode
words, and her need to reread text in order to comprehend it detracts from her fluency. While her
performance on a task that measures single word identification skills fell at the expected level,
Jill struggled to apply her word analysis skills to decode pronounceable non-words, using
sounding-out strategies. When required to complete more extended reading tasks — that is,
reading paragraphs rather than single words or brief passages — Jill’s word identification,
decoding skills, fluency, and comprehension were notably weaker. Given Jill’s weak skill
development in reading, evident especially when she is required to apply these skills in
combination, and the amount of effort that is required of her in order to sustain the demonstrated
level of achievement, it is appropriate to make a diagnosis of a Specific Learning Disorder,
with impairment in reading (reading rate or fluency), in accordance with the criteria set forth
in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual — Fifth Edition (DSM-5).

JillI’s composite score within the domain of written language fell at about the 34" percentile.
Her spelling skills were found to be weak, as demonstrated by her performance on a spelling
dictation task. It appears that she has a limited bank of words that she knows how to spell. In
contrast, her knowledge of common phonetic patterns as they pertain to written words is
adequate for her age, as demonstrated by her average performance on a task requiring her to spell
non-words, using sounding out strategies. Thus, although Jill has a good understanding of
common letter patterns in spelling, she has difficulty applying them in the context of the spelling

Proof of High School graduation

I will not have my official highschool diploma until October because my Commencement isn't

until then. | can provide my transcript if this works.



