Maria Suzan Raj

When I underwent speech therapy at seven, and my parents were advised to buy hearing aids for
me, | felt unworthy of being my parents' child. Having them spend all this money on my hearing
aids and other equipment did not make sense to me. I was different, and I did not like it.
However, grade six revitalized me and gave me purpose. When asked to step out of class one
day, I was presented with a young lady with rainbow-coloured hearing aids. She introduced
herself as my audiologist. That moment became a revelation. This is what I meant to do. A
young audiologist with rainbow-coloured hearing aids is who I am meant to be. I knew I had to
be the inspiration that she was for me—a representation of what it means to be different. So at
the age of 12, my mind was set on audiology being my career choice, and I have not wavered
from that.

Biology was the subject I was most passionate about in high school. Every day I walked into
Biology 30 with high anticipation about what we would learn that day. The tests I had to take did
not tear those high expectations of the subject down, but rather reassured me that biology was
what [ wanted to further pursue, when I saw my high marks being presented as a result of my
investment in the subject. To further my knowledge, I chose to enrol in Biology 30 IB so that I
could be better prepared for a degree in biology.

Due to my ever-growing love for biology, I decided to apply to the University of Alberta for a
Bachelor of Science. In February, I got a conditional acceptance for a BSc degree in Biological
Sciences, with a minor in BSc Psychology. With my biology major, I want to explore courses
involving molecular, cellular, and developmental biology rather than the ecology and evolution
side of biology. For example, I was really interested in learning about genetics this year, and
luckily for me, that topic made up about a quarter of our curriculum. One of my favourite
moments on the subject this year was when I was finally able to understand why I had hearing
loss. Due to the instructions given to me in class, I was able to make sense of my medical
documents and explain to my parents that [ had an autosomal recessive mutation, along with how
it came about. Despite the passion I have for genetics, it is unlikely that I will pursue that route
further in terms of graduate studies. However, I look forward to taking those courses about
molecular structures and processes of cellular life, along with genetics courses, in my
undergraduate degree.

After getting my undergraduate degree, I plan on pursuing post-graduate education. I have
audiology planned as the path I want to take because I believe that my role in the world is to
walk others through the same experiences I had as a hard-of-hearing kid. The couple of classes
that I had where we learned about the ear have reassured me of my purpose and my
determination to carry it out. If all goes according to plan, I hope to get accepted for a master’s in
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audiology and speech sciences at one of the three English speaking universities that offer it in
Canada.

Now, here I am today, pursuing Biological Sciences for a Bachelor of Science degree at the
University of Alberta this fall, in hopes of fulfilling that dream that a 12 year old me had. The
education I plan on pursuing will allow me to be the audiologist with the rainbow-coloured
hearing aids for the next generation. I want to be the inspiration that she was for me—a
representation that being different can be extraordinary.
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March 6, 2023

Ms. Maria Suzan Raj
20622 97A Ave NW
Edmonton AB
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Dear Maria,
Congratulations!

You have been admitted to the University of Alberta. We are happy to have you as part of
our vibrant campus community.

This letter contains important information about the conditions of your offer of admission so
please review it carefully. In order to retain this offer, you must maintain any academic
requirements outlined in this letter and submit required documents by the deadline.

Please download a copy of your admission letter for your records. You will be able to access
your admission letter in Launchpad until the Winter term add/delete deadline of the
academic year in which you were admitted. Add/delete deadlines are included in the
University Calendar.

Faculty: Faculty of Science
Program: Bachelor of Science, General
Major: Biological Sciences; Minor: Psychology (Science)

Term: Fall 2023
UAlberta Student ID: 1802004
CCID: suzanraj

COVID-19 Vaccination

Effective February 28, 2022, the University of Alberta COVID-19 Vaccination Directive is
suspended. Students are not currently required to provide proof of COVID-19 vaccination to
attend university properties.

Vaccinations are the safest and most effective way to help stop the long-term spread of
COVID-19 and we strongly recommend that all members of our community get vaccinated
against COVID-19.

Please visit ualberta.ca/covid-19 to view the most up-to-date information on COVID-19
health requirements, restrictions, exemptions and accommodations for University of Alberta



https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=36&navoid=11353#registration-add-delete
http://ualberta.ca/covid-19/
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students.

Third-Party Regulations and the University Infectious Diseases Regulation are still in effect.

To retain this offer of admission, you must:

e Present a minimum combined average of 70% at the final Grade 12 (or equivalent)
level among the five required courses for your program

e Present a minimum passing grade at the Final Grade 12 (or equivalent) level in each of
the five required courses for your program.

e Meet English Language Proficiency requirement(s), if applicable.
e Submit required outstanding items by the document deadline of August 1st.

Please note:

1. Ttis important that you maintain your grades and submit final documents in order to
retain your offer. Please visit this link for document deadlines.
2. Your offer of admission may be revoked if:

e There is a discrepancy between the courses and marks submitted on your
application and the information received in your final, official transcripts and
documents

e Your final calculated average is significantly lower than the average presented at
the time of this offer of admission

ACCEPT YOUR ADMISSION OFFER

To confirm your intention to attend the University of Alberta, you will need to accept your
offer and pay a non-refundable tuition deposit by the deadline indicated in the UAlberta
Launchpad portal. Find out more about the tuition deposit and how to pay. Exemptions may

apply.

ACCESS TO BEAR TRACKS
Once you have completed the steps to accept your offer, you will be able to use Bear Tracks
to view, and in some cases, register for classes. Your faculty may follow up with registration
information details, if applicable.

TRANSFER CREDIT

You may be eligible for transfer credits towards your degree program. When transfer credit
has been assessed by your Faculty, you will be able to view your Transfer Credit Report in
Bear Tracks.

SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS
The University of Alberta offers more than $28 million in undergraduate awards each year. I


https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=34&navoid=10104#covid-19-regulations
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions/undergraduate/admission/transcripts-documents.html?v=international
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions/undergraduate/admission/after-you-apply/how-to-accept-your-offer/tuition-deposit-payment.html?
http://beartracks.ualberta.ca/
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fact, one in five first-year students will receive one. Learn more and apply online at our
Awards website.

START IN RESIDENCE

As a new incoming student, you are guaranteed a spot in residence! In order to secure your
spot, you must apply for residence by April 30 (guarantee applies to North Campus only).
Learn more at our Residence website: North Campus & Campus St. Jean

SUBMIT OUTSTANDING DOCUMENTS

Check your UAlberta Launchpad portal to find out which outstanding documents you will
need to submit to finalize your admission. Ensure documents are submitted by the document
deadline. Any other academic conditions that have been noted by the Faculty will also need
to be met.

LET'S GET STARTED

You have made a great choice to continue your academic pursuits at the University of
Alberta, regularly ranked as one of the Top 5 universities in Canada and Top 100 in the
world. Here, you will find yourself among the best students and scholars and will be part of a
dynamic university that offers multiple campuses, state-of-the-art facilities and world-class
resources. We also have extensive student services to help you succeed. We look forward to
seeing you here!

Sincerely,

TZMW

Norma Rodenburg
Acting Vice-Provost and University Registrar

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY
This document shall be considered an official correspondence from the University of
Alberta, whether in print or electronic form.

This communication is intended solely for the recipient to whom it is addressed, as it
contains confidential, personal, and/or privileged information. For more information, visit
our Access to Student Information policy in the University Calendar.



https://www.ualberta.ca/registrar/scholarships-awards-financial-support
http://residence.ualberta.ca/
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=33&navoid=10002#admission_and_readmission_deadlines
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=33&navoid=10002#admission_and_readmission_deadlines
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/index.php
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Territorial Acknowledgement

The University of Alberta, its buildings, labs, and research stations are primarily located on
the traditional territory of Cree, Blackfoot, Métis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois, Dene, and
Ojibway/Saulteaux/Anishinaabe nations; lands that are now known as part of Treaties 6, 7,
and 8 and homeland of the Métis. The University of Alberta respects the sovereignty, lands,
histories, languages, knowledge systems, and cultures of First Nations, Métis and Inuit
nations.
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July 17, 2023

Ms. Maria Suzan Raj
20622 97A Ave NW
Edmonton AB
Canada T5T 4V6

Dear Maria,
Congratulations!

This letter confirms that you have met the conditions outlined in your initial admission offer.
We can't wait to welcome you to our vibrant campus community.

The details of your admission are as follows:

Faculty: Faculty of Science
Program: Bachelor of Science, General
Major: Biological Sciences

Term: Fall 2023

UAlberta Student ID: 1802004
CCID: suzanraj

COVID-19 Vaccination

Effective February 28, 2022, the University of Alberta COVID-19 Vaccination Directive is
suspended. Students are not currently required to provide proof of COVID-19 vaccination to
attend university properties.

Vaccinations are the safest and most effective way to help stop the long-term spread of
COVID-19 and we strongly recommend that all members of our community get vaccinated
against COVID-19.

Please visit ualberta.ca/covid-19 to view the most up-to-date information on COVID-19
health requirements, restrictions, exemptions and accommodations for University of Alberta
students.

Third-Party Regulations and the University Infectious Diseases Regulation are still in effect.
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ACCEPT YOUR ADMISSION OFFER

If you have not yet done so, to confirm your intention to attend the University of Alberta,
you will need to accept your offer and pay a non-refundable tuition deposit by the deadline
indicated in the UAlberta Launchpad portal. Find out more about the tuition deposit and how
to pay. Exemptions may apply.

LET'S GET STARTED

You have made a great choice to continue your academic pursuits at the University of
Alberta, regularly ranked as one of the Top 5 universities in Canada and Top 100 in the
world. We look forward to seeing you here!

Sincerely,

ﬁw%fy/

Norma Rodenburg
Acting Vice-Provost and University Registrar

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY
This document shall be considered an official correspondence from the University of
Alberta, whether in print or electronic form.

This communication is intended solely for the recipient to whom it is addressed, as it
contains confidential, personal, and/or privileged information. For more information, visit
our Access to Student Information policy in the University Calendar.

Territorial Acknowledgement

The University of Alberta, its buildings, labs, and research stations are primarily located on
the traditional territory of Cree, Blackfoot, Métis, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois, Dene, and
Ojibway/Saulteaux/Anishinaabe nations; lands that are now known as part of Treaties 6, 7,
and 8 and homeland of the Métis. The University of Alberta respects the sovereignty, lands,
histories, languages, knowledge systems, and cultures of First Nations, Métis and Inuit
nations.


https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions/undergraduate/admission/after-you-apply/how-to-accept-your-offer/tuition-deposit-payment.html?
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions/undergraduate/admission/after-you-apply/how-to-accept-your-offer/tuition-deposit-payment.html?
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/index.php
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