
I always wanted a career in medicine. I use to have lots of energy but then after being
sick for a year, I was diagnosed with bronchiectasis (severe lung disease similar to cystic
fibrosis) at the start of 2020. My whole world changed and life became so difficult. I have
to take antibiotics for the rest of my life, I also have to use an apparatus twice a day to get
excess mucus out of my lungs. My new reality is focused on staying safe and conserving
energy. The added stress of covid and my lung disease has complicated my life with
anxiety and depression so my priorities have changed and I learned to focus on health and
a balanced lifestyle. With all this being said my disease has become a real growing
experience for me. In many ways I am stronger for this challenge in my life. I am looking
forward to my future.

I had to be realistic and find a career in medicine where I wouldn’t be exposed to
airborne illnesses. I also had to find a career that was a less intensive program. I decided
to pursue a career as a Vet Technician which is a 2 year college program.  A Vet Tech is a
veterinary nurse who works alongside a Vet. I love animals and helping people with their
pets.  I volunteer at a vet clinic and I love getting to help animals. I belong to Elderdogs
which is a volunteer group that cares for seniors who need help with their dog's
grooming,  administering medications and dog walking. I love helping out seniors so they
can keep their dogs which is instrumental for their well being. I have been pet and house
sitting as well as dog walking for years. I love being able to hang out with various
animals and learning how to take care of them. I have animal sat for horses, pigs,
chickens, ducks, guinea pigs, bunnies, fishes, cats and dogs. All my neighbors know me
and know they can depend on me for pet sitting.

I would like to mention why receiving this scholarship is so important to me. This lung
disease has made it challenging over the past couple of years with covid being around
because I have had to be extra careful not to catch covid. I did all of my grade 11 online
and had to limit my in person attendance in grade 12 and I had to reduce my work hours
to limit my covid exposure. This has slowed down my income for the past 2 years. This is
why I am hoping to get this scholarship as I haven't been able to work as much as I
wanted to. My parents had me at 40 years old and my mom has been a stay at home mom
since I was born. She is now recovering from a stroke. My dad wants to retire next year
and so they will not be able to help pay my tuition. I take pride in myself being
independent and would appreciate any financial help.












