
Overcoming Adversity: Embracing Diversity and Resilience 

My name is Bernard Ross Ventura, but I prefer to be called Ross (he/him). I am a resilient 42-year-old 

indigenous two-spirit male from the Bigstone Cree Na on, located in Wabasca-Desmarais, Alberta, 

approximately 400 km north of Edmonton. My journey has been one marked by determina on, 

overcoming adversity, and embracing my diverse iden es. Currently, I am in my second year at 

Yellowhead Tribal College, pursuing my Indigenous Administra on and Governance diploma, with the 

aim of gradua ng in the fall of 2024. 

Experiencing the rich cultural environment of the Bigstone Cree Na on at a later age, I developed a deep 

apprecia on for my indigenous heritage. The teachings, tradi ons, and values passed down through 

genera ons have shaped my iden ty and ins lled in me a strong sense of community. However, along 

with the immense pride that comes from being indigenous, I have also experienced firsthand the 

challenges of racism and marginaliza on. These experiences have only fueled my commitment to 

celebra ng and preserving indigenous culture while challenging stereotypes and advoca ng for the 

rights and well-being of indigenous communi es. 

Aside from naviga ng the complexi es of my indigenous iden ty, I have faced addi onal obstacles due 

to my disabili es. Living with amputa ons, par al deafness and end-stage renal failure has presented me 

with physical challenges that require resilience and adaptability. However, I have refused to let my 

disabili es define me or limit my poten al. Through the use of assis ve technologies and a determined 

mindset, I have learned to navigate the world in my own unique way, while advoca ng for the rights and 

inclusion of disabled individuals. 

Returning to school at the age of 40 was a decision born out of a desire for personal growth and a thirst 

for knowledge. Although the journey has not been without its challenges, I have found immense 

sa sfac on in pursuing my educa on. Yellowhead Tribal College has provided me with a suppor ve 

environment that recognizes the value of life experiences and embraces mature students like myself. By 

immersing myself in the Indigenous Administra on and Governance program, I hope to gain the skills 

and knowledge necessary to make a posi ve impact within my community, bridging the gap between 

tradi onal wisdom and contemporary leadership prac ces. 

As a two-spirit individual, I have also confronted bigotry and prejudice due to my sexual orienta on. 

Embracing my iden ty as a gay man has been an important part of my journey toward self-acceptance 

and understanding. By advoca ng for LGBTQ+ rights and challenging societal norms, I strive to create a 

more inclusive and accep ng society for all individuals, regardless of their sexual orienta on or gender 

iden ty. 

In conclusion, my life is a testament to the power of resilience, determina on, and the embrace of 

diversity. As I con nue my educa on at Yellowhead Tribal College, I am proud to represent my 

indigenous heritage, challenge misconcep ons, and advocate for the rights of marginalized communi es. 

By leveraging my experiences as a disabled, two-spirit individual, I aspire to contribute to the greater 

good, promo ng inclusivity, equality, and understanding in both indigenous and non-indigenous spaces. I 

am grateful for the opportuni es that educa on has provided me, and I look forward to making a 

meaningful impact in my community and beyond. 









Dr. Timothy Cooper, MD, MAS, FRCSC, Fellowship in Otology/ Neurotology       
Division of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, Department of Surgery, University of Alberta
Suite 903, 9th Floor, College Plaza, 8215 112 Street, Edmonton, AB     

Telephone: (780) 540-2112 Fax: (780) 540-2114

2023/01/31

RE:Bernard Noskiye
PHN:172624520
DOB:Jan 27, 1981

To whom it may concern:

Bernard Noskiye had right sudden sensorineural hearing loss and labyrinthitis on October 20, 2022.  He
has profound right sensorineural hearing loss.

Sincerely,

Dr. Timothy Cooper, MD, MAS, FRCSC
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery
PRACID #511401308





Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital
Adult Medical Services

10230 - 111 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5G 0B7
Office: (780) 735-7905

Fax:  (780) 735-6018

25 May 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

RE: Ross Ventura
DOB: 27/1/1981

This letter to to confirm that Ross had bilateral transtibial amputations on May 14, 2015 and was fit with
bilateral transtibial prostheses.  He also has end stage renal disease requiring dialysis and was recently
diagnosed with hyperphosphatemia and uremic tumoral calcinosis.

Sincerely,

Heather Lindstrom, MD, FRCPC, CSCN (EMG)
Specialist in Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
PRAC ID: 3776-38208

This document has been produced through Connect Care, a health information system used by Alberta Health Services and many other healthcare
providers across the province to support and improve healthcare for Albertans. For details about how Connect Care collects, shares and protects health
information, visit ahs.ca/ccinfo or call Health Link at 811.




